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In this dissertation, I show how two opposing online gaming communities—the far-right 
/r/KotakuInAction and the leftist /r/GamerGhazi—utilize the social media platform 
Reddit’s democratic voting interface to shape debates about American racism and sexism. 
Drawing from intersectionality and masculinity studies, I show how Reddit’s site design, 
algorithm, and business model suppress feminist and anti-racist activism and provide 
fertile nesting ground for far-right extremism. Given the built-in challenges of forming 
feminist and anti-racist alliances on Reddit, together with the platform’s ubiquity as a 
primary news source for millions of Americans, I assert that Reddit fosters far-right 
extremism and reflects, as well as reproduces, American social inequalities. 
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